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Ants, 8 & ingen ium occupandis Principibus, 
-atholicis oppritvendis, ſectæ ſuæ firmande, ac diffun- 
dendæ in pluribus emicuerunt. Siquidem notata in Aria- 
nis Diſſimulatio, & Dolus. Ob ſervata in illis 
Perfidia. . Acceſſit in fide. Inconſtantia.— Adde 
fxdam in Aulis Adulationem, Artes ineſcandi Prin- 
- cipes Fœminas teſtibus Hiſtoricis, Theodoreto, & Cæ- 
teris: Cum primis Arianorum Artes in prœcipuis Epiſ- 
copatibus in vadendis Ambitionem immodicam ut rurſum- 
confirmant ſuperiores Hiſtorici, & ipſe quoque ſulpicius 
Severfus. Hiſt, Lib. II. Frid. Spanhem. Hiſt, Chriſtianæ 
Sec. 4 47 Pag. 885,886. 
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H E unbappy Circum- 
ſtances we at preſent lie 
under, with regard to 
Ariani ſim and 2 
-— | ſeem to require at Our 
„ more e ſpecially { who are 
called to 
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| Boris of God ) 4 lick Coe pi 
vr Declaration of our Faith, as a Te- 
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1 of our Chriſtian Fidelity Pad 
ſuch is one End and Intent 7 this 
Diſcourſe. By which, I am not ſo 
dain as to expect io convince ſuch 
ee, as have already reſi ifted 
* the Force and Evidence of the many 
| pious and learned Arguments, which | 
bave been urged in Defence of Chri- 
fer tanity, and the more Important 
Dodrines of it; but ſhall own my ſelf | 
extreamly ſatisſted, if 1 only obtain 
the Approbation and Favour of fincere 
and honeft Inquirers after Truth; 
for whoſe Benefit chiefly this Diſ- 
cou rſc was intended : For next to 
the Satisfaction of being approved 


of in our own Conſciences, is the | 


Pleaſure of being approved | and 


made manifeſt in the Conſciences 1 
of others. N 1 
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ſelves, and creep into Places more. 


n — — — — 2 
WY 3 "2 


e 


"ba * no „ Won ah 75 het EVL Me 
Pry Seducers, Gould i inſmuate them. 


immediately ſet apart for Religion and | 


Learning; fince there is no way more. © 


effeual for them to obtain their, 


Ends, viz. the Ruin and Deſtruclion 
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of he our Sion, than by tainting ans 


corrupting the Fountgins of her 
Waters. : 


1 God be raiſed, the Defion 
of theſe Deceivers have been detect- 

ed, and their Perſons di hiſcovered : 
Ship who troubled. us, have been 
rejected, cut off, and ſpewed out 

of our Societies. Aud, I truſt, that 
the ſame good Providence which has ſo 

lately defeated and brought to nought 
thoſe Evil, which the Craft and 
. 


e 
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6 the Devil and Men 
gainſt us, will fall guard 


- 


| protect ur Gebt ſuch as have 
evil Will at Sion; will always de- 


liver us from Hereſy and Schiſm, 
from Hardneſs of Heart, and 
Contempt of God' 8 Word and 


in the Verſes preceding and following 
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For there oy be alſo Herefies 
among you, that they which ß 
are ap may be made 
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F we examine the Context, | 
we ſhall find, that ſeveral Di- 
viſions and Contentions hall 
ca aroſe in the Church of G. 13 
rinth, which had reach'd our A poſtle $ 

Ears z and for which he 2 OD 


my Text. But ſo far was he from being 
ſurprized at this Report, that he eaſily 

gives Credit to it, as a Thing that might 
reaſonably be expected among Men of _ 
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diſterent _— and "EN different | 
| Tempers and Conſtitutions, and, at the 
ſame Time, declares, in the Words of 
my Text, that there muſt be alſo Hereſies 

among them; Schiſms and Diviſions of 
an higher and more dangerous Nature 
than What he reprehended them for; 
and that ſuch Hereſies were providen- 
«ally deſign d, or permitted to be broach- 
ed for certain very wiſe Ends and Pur- 
poſes, that they which are approved, 
anight ze made manifeſt. 

It has, in all Ages, . a very great 
Obiection to the, Chriſtian Faith, that 3 
the Profeſſors of it were ſplit and divi- 4 

ded into many different Sects and Par- ; 
ties: And, indeed, there was Occaſion 
given for this Remark, even in the very | 
Infancy of Chriſtianity. The Corintb . 
ans, many of them, had no ſooner em. 
| braced” the Goſpel, but Nature began 
again to work in them, and they pre- 
ſently forgat wha? Manner of Spirit they 
. were . One ſays, I am of Paul; ano- 
ther, I am of Apollos ; another, Tam of 
Cephias; whereas they were, or ought to 
have been all one in Chrift Feſus. 
Hut that this Objection of the Divi- 
ions among Chriſtians, holds againſt the 
Truth of Religion it ſelf, is ſo far from 9 
| Wan allowed, that, we affirm, it rather = © 
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tends to" illuſtrate and clear up the u 1 IF | 
doubted Authority of it, in that it fot ——_— 


markably- verifies and proves the Com- 


pletion of the many Prophecies MY Ig 


ing ſuch Diviſions, as the Seriprure had 


ſaid ſhould happen. If muſt needs be, ſays 1 


our bleſſed Saviour, Fhut C Offenres' n; 

though, at the ſame Time, he adds, Wo 
be to that Man by whom they cone. And 
St. Paul addreſſing himſelf to the Epbe- 


fians, ſays, Of your own ſelves ſhall Men 


ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe J hings, to draw 
away Diſciples after them * ; and St. Pe- 
ter, in his ſecond general Epiſtle ©, 1 There 


ſhall be-falſe' Teachers among you, who | 


privily» ſhall bring in damnable Hereſies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, 
and bring upon themſelves ſwift Deftra- 
Hion : And many ſhall follow' their perni- 
cious Ways, by Reaſon of whom the Way 
of Truth ſhall be evil Jpoken'sf © And St. 
Paul, in the Words of my Text, not 
only ſhews; that 'Offences Piuft' come, that 


there 0 be Herefies, but likewiſe 


proves that they are ordain's; or rather 
ſuffered to come, for} weighty and: pru- 
dentiab Reaſons; and for this more eſpe- 


cially 7 that thay yo * proved hor 


des manifeſt.” 
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4 Sermon Precebd before 
From theſe words I ſball ſhew ; 


: Tip, That, in the r Courſe of 
os: Things, ſuch Divifions will hap- 
pen; 5 here muſt be Herefes. 
banal That ſuch Things are ak 
| lowed, or permitted by God, to 
5 be in the Church for wiſe and pru- 
dent Ends; and for this more par- 
+ ticularly; That they which. are ap- 
proved may be made aaa . And, 


Third, and laſtly, That therefore it 
is no Objection to the Chriſtian 
Church in general, or to ours in 
particular, that there are Schiſms, 
or even Hereſies among the Pro- 
Keſſors of. it. di 


Fir aw: 1 am to n what in 
the ordinary Courſe of Things, ſuch Di- 
ae will happen : There muſe be He- 
. 

And here I thall, by a fe pre- 
miſe, chat though the Word dip, 
which we render, or call, Hereſy, in 
the large Acceptation of it, very often 
ſignifies only a Sect, or Party; yet it is 
here taken in a ſtricter Senſe, and may 


oy * to denote an obſtinate per- 
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ſiſting in ſome fundamental nee N 
Point of Faith or Practice; ſo that ma 
ny Perſons may err, or miſtake in leſſer 
Matters, and yet not deſerve the Name 
of Hereticks. Thus much for the Senfſe 
and Meaning of the Word. To 8 
Were we to ſuppoſe Mankind, 

natural Propenſity, or by an erty 1 
Neceſſity, to be inclined to Vertue 
and Religion; (which, by the, Way, 
would deſtroy the Freedom of human 
Actions, and conſequently Religionvit 
ſelf ;) then, indeed, might we expect tb 
moſt perfect Harmony and Agreement; 
that every one would be joined together in 

the ſame Mind, and the ſame Fudgment:: 
But the Eſtimate we muſt here make; 
muſt be taken from the general Obfſerva- 
tions on the Practice and ; Manners of 
Mankind; which, 1 fear, will be found 
ſo vitiated and corrupted, as to give us 
lictle Reaſon to promiſe our ſelves ſuch 
glorious Fruits from them. 
A very little Reflection on the State 
and Condition of human Nature, will 
ſctteach us, that we are generally govern'd 
more by our Paſſions and Appetites, than 
we are by our Reaſon and Religion. 
Every one, almoſt, has his favourite 
Vice; to the ſatisfying of which, every 


. hing muſt become ubſervient. Not 
B 2 but 
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but chat it muſt be allow'd poſſible for 
us, by the Aſſiſtance of God's Grace, to 
get the Victory over our ſelves, ro- be - 
185 in the Lord, and the Power of his 
Wight; 3 yet may we, I fear, with too 
much Reaſon, conclude, from the Ge- 
perality of Mankind, that, though the 
Harveſt is great, yet the Labourers are 
Heu; though ma. are ay yet few are 
Fot, how does Wide ſe the Affecta- 
tion of Singularity, very often under- 
mine the ſtrongeſt Vertue, and turn the 
wiſeſt Head? The higher any Perſon is 
in the Opinion of the World, the more 
likely is he to grow giddy by his Ad- 
vancement, and ſo, by diſdaining to fol- 
low others, becomes himſelf, at length, 
the Setter forth of frange: Doctrines: 
To the Error of ſuch an one may be im- 
puted the Fall of Thouſands; who, 
however averſe they may ſeem to be to 
implicit Faith, will ſooner chooſe to 
err with their great Maſter, than ſuffer 
the leaſt Imputation to be caſt on his 
Conduct, or their own . A- 
gain, ö 4 1 2495. 5 
Does not damm hw God of this 
World, blind the Eyes, pervert the 
Judgment, and give a wrong Biaſs to 


the r and Will? Were it 
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not ſo, we + ſhould not have ſeen ſo manx 
Errors advanced, ſo many Herefies brought 
in, directly repugnant to the Senſe and 
Tenor of Scripture, as well as tocthe 
very Spirit and Life of Chriſtianity. Are 
Men vicious in their Morals? They: wilt. 

be looſe in their Principles: Doctrines 
will be found to countenance Vice and 
Immorality ; and Ina ſelf be ans 
bliſhed by a Law. 1:9 eg: 

As long therefore as Men are indo 
the Dominion of Pride, influenced and 
governed by. Self- intereſt and worldly. 
Views, we may reaſonably expect Dif- 
ferences in Opinion, Schiſms, and Di- 
viſions among them, according to the 
different Humours, Inclinations, and 
Bent of Mankind Thus may we con- 
clude with the Apoſtle, that abere muſt. 

be Herejies;; that ſuch Accidents; in the 
ordinary Courſe of Things, will! hap- 
pen; and _—_ they are providentially 
deſigned, or permitted, to be in the 
Church, for very; wiſe and prudent Ends; 
for this in my: Text more pæticular- 

ly : That they iwhich are approved may: 

be made manifeſt, was the we Dune 

„ nee to be conſider d. 22 


* 
P 


-— 
- 4 N 2 
: # 34% P 
* 2 = 
2 
* 
2 - 


4 : 
* 
{ 
"x" 
* 


[ 


| 
55 * 1 


* 
it 122 
. 
A | 
3. 
* LED 
"et 


Secondly, L hae Got Alun ſhould 
being ge out of Darkneſs, Good out of 
K ä Evil, = 


/ 
/ 


ie 2 


* 2 * 
= 5 1 : 
41 ' 

C * a4 L 
= . _ 4 
4 
* ; > 
| : 
& 4 
| N 
14 
= . 
| . 


14 4 Sermon Preach'd „ 


Evil, is no uncommon Doctrine in * 


School of Chriſtianity. He certainly 


governs and ' preſides over all Events; 
turns and directs the Counſels of Men, 
according to the Dictates of his on 


unerring Wiſdom; and often makes 


even the Paſſions and Infirmities of Man- 


kind, the Inſtruments of diſplaying his 


own Power and Glory: His Strength, 


as the Apoſtle expreſſes it *, is made per- 
felt in our Weakneſs : And the Pſalmiſt ©; 


Surely the Wrath of Man ſhall praiſe 
thee ; the Remainder of Wrath ſhalt thou 
reſtrain. Out of our Confuſion God 
produces Order; as the dividing of 
Tongues: was deſigned to People ts 


World. 
The tab F all of Ra proved to 


himſelf, and others, a ſtanding Convi- 


ction of che Weakneſs and Inſufficiency 
of our ſtrongeſt Reſolutions and Endea- 
vours, without the concurrent Aſſiſtance 
of God's Grace; ; whilſt his riſing again, 

an hearty and ſincere Repentance, 


diſplays to us the Riches of God's Good- 


neſs, — and. Long-/ ſuffering 3; 3 


and points out the Way, whereby the 


greateſt Offenders may be reconciled 
to God, and reſtored to his Favour. 
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Thus 4 at firſt fined 4 Blot in bie 
Character of this Apoſtle; is waſhed a- 


way by his future Conſtancy * 
ment; and, by the Bleſfing of God t 


Fall may prove the Means of our Stund. 


ing. 0.7 N 

In like danger did ne n= 
fign of the Jeus, to ſuppreſs Chriftias 
nity, by perſecuting the Author of it, 


| moſt effectually fupplane it ſelf,” and 


tend to the greater Manifeſtations of the 


Truth of the Gofpel ; fo that 0 tbe 


Blindneſs in Part, which happened unto 
Iſrael, we may juſtly u, in Part, rhe 


Fullneſs of the Gentiles *, 


Thus the early Attempts 3 n 
on the Truth and Doctrines of Chriſt i- 
anity, ſpurred up the Eęal and Induftry 


of many, who thought their Duty to B 
faſt the Form of found Words, and to cun- 


tend earneſtly for the Faith once delivered 
to the Saints. To the Errors of Cerin- 


thus we are endebted for the heavenly 


Doctrine of St. Fobn's Goſpel: To the 


Hereſy of Arzus, bre the pious Labours 


of St. Atbana ſius; and to the Scriptu re 


Doctrine of the T rinity (ſo modeſtly 


entitled by its Author) for the learned 


Defence and Vindication of Chriſt's Ni- 


£ Rom, xi. 25. T 


vinity. 


tmon Preach'd' before 


vinity. By theſe Means, from the Op- 


poſition of Error, Truth became more 
eonſpicuous. And, as in the Times of 
Perſecution, he Blood of the Martyrs be- 
came the Seed of the Church; her ſeem- 


ing Loſſes were, in the End, her real 
Gain; ſo from the falling away of ſome, 


others are more confirmed and eſtabliſn- 


ed, keep. themſelves in the Love of God, 
and are built up on their moſt holy Faith s. 


To this we may add an Obſervation very 
lately made by an ingenious Defender of 


reveal 'd Religion; - That, from the Va- 


e riety bf Secs, which ſprung up in the 
9 _ earlieſt Ages, oppoſing and hating. 


* each other; 'a'conflant Guard was bc- 


* cafion'd 9 Inpoſture and Cor- 


eruption from any Hand, in the genuine 


% Writings. of the Nero Teſtament 
And a -lirdle before, he argues; 7. bat 


'« the Detection of ſome Prauds gives us 


« 4 Security; that other Books, which 
ec concern our Religion, and againſt which 
6 10 n can be made, are 1 
Kine 
And, as: to one „ * the New Te- 
aue which is the Revelation of 


7 2 E 


} 


* * Jude ver. 20." | | ; 
1 Dr, Coneybear's Defence. of Revealed Regen, 

P. 314. | 

5 Ibid. P · 312, | © xk | ; 7 | 
Tig | F St. 
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St. ohm, it 8 a ſpecial Nat : 


that when- it was heretofore queſtioned, 


whether or no it was a genuine apoſto- 


lical Remain, the Church of Rome, by 
her Teſtimony, help'd to keep it in the 
ſacred Canon, and ſo contributed to the_ 
preſerving and perpetuating of a Teſti- 


 mony againſt her ſelf 1 in the Days of her 
Apoſtaſy. 


And here I may, with great Pleaſure, 
obſerve, that the bold Attacks which 


have been, of late, made on the Truth of 


Chriſtianity, have only tended to its fur- 


ther Illuſtration ; whilſt ſo many have 


been, by this Means, provoked to entet 


the Liſts againſt our Adverſaries, to 


ſhew the Weakneſs and Folly. of their 
Grounds and Reaſons on which their- In- 
fidelity is built, to ſer forth and diſplay 
the Inſufficiency of human Reaſon, . as it 
now ſubſiſts among us, to ſerve the Ends. 
of Mankind; and conſequently from hence 
have juſtly argued, not only the Expedi- 
ency, but the Neceſſity alſo, of a ſuperior” 
Help, a Revelation. of God to Mankind. 
Thar the Writings of the Old and 


New Teſtament are the revealed Will 


of God, has, I think, been ſufficiently 


proved, "borh from their internal Excel- 


lency, as well as the external Evidences 
E ͤöĩ˙ N 1 


als In ONCE WIS ye... uae 
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of their Derivation from God: And 
What have all the Arguments, againſt 


the Miracles of our Saviour, appear'd 


to be, but the Effects rather of a diſtem- 


per'd Brain, than of a ſerious rational 


Way of Thinking? Our Adverfaries 
then muſt excuſe us, if we are not wil- 
ling to part with a Religion, that has 


ſtood the Teſt of One thouſand ſeven 


hundred Years Examination ; that is ſo 


well calculated to promote our pre- 


ſent, as well as our future Happineſ:, 


without having an equivalent Scheme 


offer'd us, that ſhall be attended with 
equal, if not greater Advantages ; and 


we are contented to hold our Chriſtiani- 


ty no longer, than till ſuch a Scheme 1 is 
produced. 


Having thus, I hope, ſufficiently e 


ed, that there muſt be Hereſies, and that 
fuch Things are allowed, or permitted, 
by God, to be in the Church, for wiſe 
and prudent Ends, I proceed, in the third 

and aſt Place, | 


. Thirdly, To prove 6 indeed ſeems 
almoſt conſequentially to follow from the 
two firſt Heads of my Diſcourſe) that it 
is no Objection to the Church in gene- 
ral, or to ours in particular, that there 

| I are 
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1 Univerſity of Oxford. 1 


are Schiſms, or even Hereſies, ee 
the Profeſſors of it. | 2 
In the Deſcriptions, which our ble 
ſed Saviour gives us of his Chufch or 
Kingdom, here upon Earth, we find it 
ſometimes compared to 4 Net caſt into 
the Sea, which gathered of every Kind * ; 
ſometimes o 4 Field, wenden Tares, as 
well as Wheat, ſpring: up?; and to ten 
Virgins, whereof five were wiſe, and five 
dere fooliſh n; ſtrongly implying by theſe, 
and the like Similitudes, that a perfect 
Harmony and Agreement was not to be 
expected in this probationary State; but 
that bad as well as good, Tares as well 
as Wheat, fooliſh as well as wiſe, ſhould 
continue together till the End of. the 
World. | 
And agreeable to this, we find, that our 
Saviour had no ſooner choſen his twelve 
Apoſtles, but one of them (Judas Iſca- 
riot) prov'd @ Devil, the Betrayer of his 
Lord and Maſter; another denied him 
at his Ge. ; and the reſt forſook 
| him and fled. All, indeed, except the 
Traytor return'd to their Allegiance and 
Duty, and made amends for their paſt 


Weakneſs and Deſpondency, by their fu- 


25 G 1 b. 
* Matt. xiii, 47. Ver. 234. * Chap. xxv. 1, &c. 
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ture Courage and Reſolution, counting 


not even their Lives dear unto them ; ſo 


that they might finiſh their Courſe with 
| Joey » and the Miniſtry, which they had 
received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the Grace of G 

But here it muſt be confellcd; = 
4 Peter and Barnabas (after our Lords 
Aſcenſion into Heaven) ſeemed, as St. 
. Paul expreſſes it, to be removed to another 5 
Gofpel; and fearing them which were of 
the Circumcifion, diſſembled their Chri- 
tian Liberty, and withdrew and ſepara- 
ted themſelves from the Society of the 
Gentile Converts ; thereby countenan- 
cing a very dangerous Schiſm in the 
Chriſtian Church, building again the 
YT; hings which they had deſtroy deo, encou- 
Taging, by their Conduct, the Obſer- 
vance of Circumciſion, and conſequent- 
ly the whole Jeuiſb Law; and there- 
by fruſtrating the Grace of God. For if 
Righteouſneſs come by the Law, then Chriſt 
is dead in vain a. St, Paul tells us, that 
for this Behaviour of Peter, be with- 
food him to the Face ; and publickly 
Feproved him as a Ferſon ade to be 


os Acts xx. 24. Gal, 3 i, 6. Chop, ii. 12. p Ver. 18. 


7 . 21. N r ver, 11, | | 
blamed ; 


the Noize fey of Oxi 


blamed ; that walked not re at | 


cording to the. Truth of the Go & 
Which Proceeding. of St. Paul, 4 
it ſet Things right for che Preſenc 
the Church; yet it made ſome; Noiſ 
abroad in the World; and the acute 


and ſubtle Enemy of Chriſtianity, Por- 


_ pbyry himſelf, was not wanting to lay 
bold of this Objection againſt it; and 
endeavour'd to make it appear as a Com- 
pact of F organs and Deceit, while the 
Princes of Church did thus fall out 
among themſelves. And this Argu- 
ment we find reviv'd 1— a late Wei- 


ter, againſt the Chriſtian Religion. 


An Objection that might have been of 
great Force, had the two Apoſtles ob- 
ſtinately perſiſted in their Error, or pre- 
tended a divine Commiſſion for what 
they thus countenanced and encouraged 
by their Practice: This, indeed, might 
juſtly have ſtagger'd the Faith of ma- 
ny in Chriſt, when the main Witneſ- 
ſes of the Truth of it agreed ſo ill to- 
gether. But (as they ſoon gave, up their 
Opinion, and acquieſced in the Judg- 
ment of the Church, from which. they 
had ſo remarkably deviated, as we may, 
I think, fairly conclude they did, by 


11 Gal. ii. * | 5 che 
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their not defending and maintaining 

their Error, or continuing in a State 
'of Separation; ) the only proper Uſe 
that can be made of this Objection, is, 
that the Apoſtles were, what they con- 
feſſed themſelves to be, Men of like 
Paſſions with the reſt of Mankind ; ; and 
conſequently without a divine Interpo- 
ſition, ſubje& to the Frailty and Weak- 


neſs of human Nature, and liable to 


be drawn away and enticed. And this 
Conſideration, one would think, ſhould 
teach the Church of Rome not ſo ar- 
rogantiy to aſſume to herſelf Infalli- 
biſity; when Peter himſelf, from 
whom ſhe claims it, was ſuffered by 
the Providence of God, ſo 3 
l.. 

What therefore reſts upon our Ad- 
verſaries ro prove, is, that the Errors 
and F ailings charged upon the Apo- 
ſtles, were ſufficient to invalidate the 
Force and Credibility of their Evi- 
dence; and that, though they ſacrifi- 
ced all that was dear unto them, in De- 
fence of the Truth of Chriſtianity, yet 
their main Deſign was to impoſe upon 
the World, and to propagate an Im- 
poſture. When they have ſatisfactori- 


ly * to the World the Truth of 


theſe 
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theſe two Propoſitions, we ſhall be for-- 
ced to ſubſcribe to theit Opinion, und 
to acknowledge that the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel ſtands but upon à very weak 
Foundation: But, till they have pro- 
ved theſe, we ſhall think our ſelves ohli- 
ged to believe, that Differences and Diſ- 
putes were at firſt ſuffer'd to be in the 
Church, to ſerve the wiſe Ends of Pra- 
vidence, as they were the more imme - 
diate Occaſion of an Apoſtolical De- 
cree in this Matter, and probably put St. 
Paul himſelf upon writing his admi- 
rable Epiſtles to the Galatians, and to 
the Romans; wherein he ſo plainly proves 
the Neceſſity of Faith in Chriſt, in di- 
rect Oppoſition to the Obſervance of the 
Ceremonial Law, and thereby, proba- 
bly put a Stop to that Opinion, «which. 
had ſo much prevailed mau the . 
Converts. 
And we ſhall likewiſe farther bine 
our ſelves obliged to believe, that that 
admirable Courage, Conſtancy, and Re- 
ſolution, which animated the Apoſtles, 
and made them rejoice in Perſecutions 
for Chriſt's ſake and the Goſpel's, ſpoke: 
them to be more than Men; that they 
ſtood not in their own Strength, but 
in the Power 10 God; that their Faith 
enabled 


— 
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3 ee them ro overcome the World, 
fo be more than eee through 5 
Chriſt. 
Thus have: we e ſeen, that even in the 
| Time of the Apoſtles, Differences and 
Diviſions aroſe in the Church; which 
were ſo far from deſtroying the Truth, 
as it is in J Jeſus, us, that they rather proved 
the Means of the Goſpel's being deliver'd 
down more pure unto us, and by being 
the Occaſion of obviating the Errors of 
ſome, prevented, or removed the future 
Scruples of many 
Thus were the Doctrine of Ebion, Ce- 
rinthus, and the Nicolaitans, guarded 
againſt by St. John; and the very Com- 
pany and Converſation of ſuch Perſons, 
ſhunned and avoided by him: And we 
find Hymeneus and Philetus, marked our, 
and characterized by St. Paul, as the Au- 
thors of profane and vain Bablings; 
whoſe Words are ſaid to eat as does a 
Canter; which, from ſeizing a Part, 
| _—y infects the whole Body. | 

If then the Chriſtian Church was pre- 
| ſerved and maintained, notwithſtanding; 
the many different Opinions which aroſe . 
= the Apoſtolick Age, we may fairly 


© 2 Tim, ii. 16, 17. | 


pre- 


1 
. 
1 
rs 4 


_ preſume, that che ſame wiſe Providenes 
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which had engaged to be with her al. 
ways, even unto the End' of the World; 
would till be her Defence and Protecti- 
on, and never ſuffer the Gates 110 Hell 15 


proves againſt her. 


Accordingly we find, that as every 10 
Age almoſt, has had its favourite He- 
reſy, ſo there have not been wanting fit 
and able Men to do God Service, to fight 
his Cauſe, and to ſuffer, as well as write 
for the Truth of the Goſpel. It would 
be endleſs, as well as unneceſſary, to 
mention here the many pious and learn- 
ed Advocates, which have appeared in 
Defence of Chriſtianity, or the ſound 
Doctrines of it, in Oppoſition to the 
. Gnoſticks, the Novatians, the Arians, 
the Neſtorians, the Eutychians, and the 
like; their Names and their Works ha- 


ving been ſo carefully collected and de- 


ſcanted upon, by a very able and faith- 


ful Hand. TI ſhall only obſerve, That 
of all the Herefies which have ever in- 
feſted the Church of Chriſt, no one has 


given ſo great a Scandal and Offence to 
Chriſtianity, has ſo paved the Way to 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, as the Arian z 


* Cave.— Hiſtoria Literaria. 
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no one, like that, has ſo difturhed the 
publick Peace, and occaſion'd Diſorders 
and Convulſions, both in Church and 
State: And for this a very obvious Rea- 
ſon may be offer d; if we may credit 
what Hiſtorians tell us of the Profeſſors 
of this Doctrine; which is, that they 
were noted for * Craft, Perfidiouſneſs, 
Inconſtancy, reproaching the Ortho- 

« dox, flattering Princes, and aſpiring 
4 after the higheſt and moſt beneficial | 
« Stations in the Church”, And tis re- 
markable, that our modern Arians have 
too cloſely trod in the Steps of their 
great Predeceſſors, have ſhewn them- 
ſelves to be as well verſed in all the ſubtle 
Arts. of advancing themſelves, and of 
impoſing upon the World. | | 

For are riot Subſcriptions daily made, 

and Aſſent and Conſent declared in the 
| moſt ſolemn Manner, by theſe, and ſuch 
like Perſons, to what they neither be- 


lieve in their Hearts, nor conform to in 


their Lives and Converſations? A very 
convincing Argument this, of their Sin- 
cerity, by which they are to be entitled to 
the Favour of God ! | 
Yer, how many /i 15 unſtable Souls have 
we ſeen led Captive, by their Appear- 
ance of Sanctity, by their putting on the 
'S I 4 Form 
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Form of 'Godlineſs? And how juſtly ma 
our Church complain, that her Enemies 


are they of her own Houſhold ;' that they 


which have eat Bread with ber, have 2 


been fed and maintained by her Bounty, 
and joined with her in the moſt ſolemn 
Act of Communion and”'' Fellowſhip, 
Have lifted up their Heel againſt ber? 


To be treated ill By our profeſſed Ene. | 


mies, is what we may expect, and be 
prepared for; but to be betray d by our 
ſeeming Friends, is what we cannot poſ- 
fibly guard againſt, is an Aggravation of 
their Guilt, and our Sufferings: For it 


was not an Enemy (ſays the royal Pſal. 


miſt) that reproach'd me, then T could 
have borne it; neither was it he that ha- 


ted me, that did magnify himſelf agginſt 


me, "then I would have hid my ſelf from 
Bim. But it was thou, & Man, mine 
Equal, my Guide, and mine Acquain= 
tance. We took Aver Counſel together, and 
walked unto the Houſe of God in Company®. 


Hence we may conclude, that the great- 
eſt Misfortune that can happen to the 


Church, is, not her having Sons that 


revolt from her, and oppoſe her Do- 
_ Rrines with heretical Notions,” and are, 


_ Pfal, Iv 125 133 14. 
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| _ For that Reaſon, excommunicated from 
ber, or, at leaſt, abſent themſelves from 


her Communion; ; but her having de- 
ceitful Members, that, under the ſpeci- 
ous Shew and Appearance of a hg 
| Submiſſion. and Compliance with 
Doctrines and Worſhip, lie in her Bo. 
ſom on purpoſe to rend ber Bowels. 
Let us hear how St. Paul exhorts us to 
demean our ſelves towards ſuch Perſons : 
T beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which 
cauſe Divifions and Offences, contrary to 
the Doctrine which ye "have learned, and 
avoid them: For they | that are ſuch 
ſerve not. our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their 
"own Belly; and by good Words, and fair 
4 deceive the Hearts E the N 
r 
4 To ſum up all i in a few Wards WE 
haye ſeen how neceſſary and unavoidable 
Differences and Divifions are in the 
Chriſtian Church, conſidering the Na- 
ture and Conſtitution of Things and Per- 
ſons, in this imperfect State; and that 
by theſe Means, the Wiſdom of God as 
wel as the Integrity of Man, are often- 
times diſplay d and made manifeſt ; And 


he Uſe we ſhould make of theſe Conſi- d 


Y Rom. xvi. 17,18, © CE 
= i derations, g 
| ö 


ie us abt of Ox 12 ll 
derations, ſhould be what the: „ 3 * BM 
adviſes to, not to be ts by guy. „ 
werſaries ; but to ſtand f, Piri, 
with one Mind, 1 2 tog ether j r the 
Faith of the Goſpel *: To Jpeak boldly a4 
we ought to . ſpeak; to be as wife,in our” 
Generation as the Children of this World © 
are in theirs *; as Induſtrious — Active 
in a good Cauſe, as 9 are in a bad 
one; ing double Dili 25 and radeem- 
ing the Time, becauſe the Days are Evil.” 
And if, after all, it ſhould be object- oy 
ed, that there. are ſtill Hereſtes and 
Schiſms among us, let us filence Gain- 
ſayers, and comfort and encourage our 
ſelves with the words of St. Paul to Timo- 
thy ©; where he compares the Church of 
Chriſt to a large Family; In u great 
Houſe (ſays he) there are not "only Veſſels of 
Gold and of Silver, but alſo of Wood and 
of Earth; and ſome to Honour, and ſome 
70 Diſbonour. If any Man therefore purge 
himſelf from theſe (Scandals and Offences, 
juſt before mention'd) he ſhall be a Veſſel 
unto Honour, ſanctiſied, and meet for the. 
Maſter's Uſe, and prepared unto every 
good Work. Let us therefore pumbly be- 


/ 


_ 2 Phil, i. 27,28, : * Eph. vi. 20. b Chap. v. 16. 
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2 mee God, with * ee 
Pity, to cleanſe and defend bis Church; 
ne becauſe it ret, continue in ſa fery 
without * Succour, that he would pre- 
ſerve it evermore by his Help and Good- 
neſs ; that, being delivered from falſe 
. - Apoſtles, it may be ordered and guided by 
faithful and true Paſtors, through Jeſus 
5710 our Lord, to whom, with the Fa- 
ber and the Holy Spirit, three Perſons in 
one glorious Godhead, be  aſeribed, as is 
moſt due, all Honour, Power, Might, 
Majeſty, and Dominion, note, and for 
ever. Amen. i 3 
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1SSAYS upon the following Sabi hy 1 5 


Whitelock Bulſtrode Eiq; I. Of Generofitys 
2. Of the New Man. 7 0 


Mind. 9, Of the Paſſions and Affections. 8. Ot, 


man Perfeion. 9. Of the Origin of Sin, c. 18. 'Of | 
_ Gratitude. 11. Of the bleſſed Trinity and ſomewhat 
of the Mode. 12. Of Eternal Damnation for temporal 


Sin z the Juſtice, and even. Mercy of God there- 
in, vindicated. 13. Of Dreams. 14. Of the Go- 


vernment of our Thoughts. 15. Of Happineſs, 


16, Of finful Ideas. 17. Of Families, and leaving 
a great Eſtate to Children, 18. A Letter to Sir 
R. Southawell, when Prefident of the Royal So- 


_ ciety, rouching the equivocal Generation of Plants 


775 Inſects; wherein the Creation of the World 


atticularly look'd into. 19. Of reading the 
oly Scriptures, 20. Of Perſons running in D 1 


— dying wirhout Payment. 


New Princi hes of Gardening, or the loving out 

and planting Parterres, Groves, Wilderneſſes, La- 
byrinths, Avenues, Parks, Ec. after a more grand 
and rural Manner than has been done before; with 


Experimental Directions for raifing the Keen 


Kinds of Fruit Trees, Foreſt Trees, Ever Greens, 


and Flowering Sbrubs, with which Gardens are 


. adorned. To which is added, the various Names, 
_ Deſcriptions, 'Temperatures, en Vertues, 
Jule: and Cultivations of ſeveral Roots, Pulſe, 
Gardens, 


that are abſolutely neceſſary for the Service of Fa- 


®milies in general. Illuſtrated with great Variety of 7 
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of the Eye. 4. De Ratione fidei, Sc. 5. Of the Soul - 
of Man. 6. Of Freedom or Liberty of Body nas | 
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Folio Plates, by the belt Hands; by Barty Langly 
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Tortullians Preſcription againſt Hereticks ; and 
the Apologeticks of St. Theophilus Biſhop of Ar- 
tioch, to Autolicus, againſt the malicious Calum- 
niators of the Chriſtian Religion: Tranſlated from 
their reſpective Originals; with Notes and Preli- 
minary Diſſertations. By Zoſeph Betiy, M. A. 
Fellow of Exeter College, Oxon... 7 

„„ % A TS . 
The Lives of the Roman Poets; containing a 
Critical and Hiſtorical Account of them and their 

Ve'ritings; with large Quotations of their moſt ce“ 
ebrated Paſſages, as far as was neceſſary to com- 
pate and illuſtrate their fever] Excellencies, as 
vel! as to diſcover wherein they were deficient. 
Te which is added, a Chronolapical Table, fitted 
ro the Years before and after Chriſt, ſhewing the 

Times when they flouriſhed and publiſhed their 

Works, and exhibiting the more remarkable Events 

coincident with them ; together with an Intro- 
duftion concerning the Origin and Progreſs of 

Poetry in general, and an Eflay on Dramatick Poe- 
cry in particular. In two Volumes. By L. Cru- 

ſius, late of St. 7ohu's College, Cambridge. | 


: Poor Laws; or the Laws and Statutes relating 
to the Settling, Maintenance, and Employment ot 
the Poor, containing all the Statutes under this 
Head, from the Beginning of the Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, the firſt Time any Poor Laws were en- 
acted in this Kingdom, to the preſent Time; in- 
cluding the laſt new Act of 9 George, for hetiet 

oviding forthe Pe | 
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| know their Duty herein. Written in a new Al- 
phabetical Method. | 


